
A TRUE LIBERTARIAN
by Otto von Habsburg

It was at a meeting of the Mont Pelerin Society, that 
I first made the acquaintance of Prof. Bruno Leoni. The atmos­
phere was one of sober economic study and hence it was logical to 
expect that the relatively young Italian who stood at the side 
of the unforgettable LuigiEinaudi, would be but a specialist of 
what some call the dismal science.

That evening we sat side by side at the same table. 
From economic theory and statist ma^practic/es the conversation 
turned to food and wine. Bruno Leoni, unobtrusively as was his 
custom, showed a gastronomical knowledge worthy of the best French 
experts. Almost the whole evening he held the small group spells 
bound by his description of Italian specialties, of little known 
Italian wines, of• their past and the legends attached to them; a 
true course of cultural history.

An old experience shows that people who understand food 
and wine have a generous, relaxed outlook on the world. They have 
that sense for the small niceties of nature and hence that love of 
humanity which is alway s absent in ascetic prophets of doom. Dic­
tators usually come from the ranks of vegetarians.

It is on that evening long ago, that I became an ad­
mirer and friend of Bruno Leoni. As our meetings multiplied I 
found time and again that his encyclopedic knowledge extended far 
beyond economy to history, law, politics, philosphy and public 
morality. Everywhere he showed an insatiable mental curiosity and 
unlimited will to learn. His mind was always open to the new, the 
little known, even the insignificant detail - and nothing was lost. 
Often years later he would return to a certain point to amplify on 
it, to report related discoveries or to correct in his gentle 
fashion some mistake that had been made.

Everything with Leoni was permeated by his basic phi­
losophy of love, tolerance and understanding. As is inevitable in 
the lives of organisations, he was dragged into personal conflicts.
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Each time nevertheless slowly, patiently he would try to reestablish
peace, 
remark

to reconcile the foew,to .tell each^as a confidence, a nice 
the other had allegedly made so as to prepare the atmosphere 

for a meeting of the minds.

It is not surprising that such a man was also above petty 
nationalism. He was a European, a great believer in occidental ci­
vilization, who lived from our common heritage. Though a devoted 
Italian patriot, he saw his homeland as part of a greater commu­
nity and hence tried to understand the neighbor. This was parti­
cularly felt by his numerous austrian friends concerning the un­
happy question affecting relations between Rome and Vienna.

His was always the endeavour to try to see the great 
common future beyond the momentary rivalries.

In the truest sense of the word, Bruno Leoni was thus 
a humanitarian, a libertarian and especially a "uomo universale" 
of which there are all too few in our times. He represented what 
is best in the liberal tradition and seemed destined to great 
things. The fact that he had been elected ro the presidency of 
the iviont Pelerin Society seemed to give him a truly world-wide 
starting point, which not only would permit him vastly to in­
crease his already far-reaching international activity, but also 
to give the Society a new impetus at a time when liberal thoughts 
is more needed than ever before. Then fate suddenly struck.

There are persons of whom one says that they died while 
on the way. This could also be felt about Bruno Leoni. At a time 
when he held out the finest promises, he suddenly had to leave this 
earth. Nevertheless experience teaches us that no honest endeavour 
is useless, that no sowing is done in vain. We may perhaps not see 
the results of a life’s work, but taking the broader historic view 
we know that somewhere, somehow and in a form which we may not en­
vision, the harvest will rise.

In his last years Bruno Leoni travelled around the world 
and gave from the wealth of his thought not only to his fellow Euro­
peans, but also to the Japanese, the Chinese and the Americans. This 
effort is going to bear fruit. His idea of a tolerant humanitarian 
liberty was not spread in vain. Even beyond his grave, Bruno Leoni 
helps in the struggle to preserve man and his liberties in the midst 

of the technological revolution.


