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Freitag, 8. Mai 2026 / Friday, 8 May 2026 

Donnerstag, 7. Mai 2026 / Thursday, 7 May 2026 

8:30 Panel 3: Mitteleuropa-Diskurse / Discourses of Central Europe 

Katarzyna and Piotr Drąg (The Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakow) 
The Image of Central Europe and the U.S. in the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum 

Gábor Csizmazia (Ludovika University of Public Service Budapest) 
Central European Countries in U.S. Congressional Discourse 

Tamás Péter Baranyi (HIIA Budapest) 
The Evolution of Central Europe as a Geopolitical Space in U.S. Foreign Policy Discourse 

 
 12:00 Eröffnung / Conference Opening 
             Gergely Prőhle (Andrássy Universität Budapest & Otto von Habsburg Stiftung)
             Melissa Quartell (United States Embassy Hungary)
             Tamás Péter Baranyi (Hungarian Institue of International Affairs)
             Walter Grünzweig (Andrássy Universität Budapest)

Vedran Obućina (Centre for Interreligious Dialogue, Rijeka) 
Reinhold Niebuhr’s Christian Realism and the Democratic Experiment: Transatlantic Lessons for 
Central Europe and the United States 

Melani Barlai (AUB) 
Digitale demokratische Experimente: Transatlantische Netzwerke und zivilgesellschaftliche 
Initiativen 

Dorottya Szénasi (ELTE) 
The Early Years of the Hungarian Desk of Radio Free Europe in NYC through the Tibor Flórián papers 

Kaffeepause / Coffee Break 

14:30 Panel 2: Das doppelte Experiment / The Double Experiment 

Péter Techet (Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa) 

Máté Botos (Pázmány Péter Catholic University) 
Hungary is my mother, America is my wife”: John Lukacs and the Double Experiment of 
Understanding Democracy 

16:30 Vortrag / Plenary lecture 
              Einführung / Introduction: Ursula Mindler-Steiner (AUB)

                Pieter Judson (European University Institute Florence) 
             “19th-Century Liberal Democracy, Habsburg Monarchy Style” 

18:30 Ausstellungseröffnung / Exhibition Opening 
Márton Méhes & Andrássy Studierende der Kulturdiplomatie / Students of Cultural Studies  
Von Vienna, Virginia nach Balaton, Minnesota - Mapping Memory: Die Migration mitteleuropäischer  

From Vienna, VA to Balaton, MN - Mapping Memory: The Migration of Central European Toponyms
 to the United States 

12:30 Panel 1: Dialog & Kommunikation / Dialogue & Communication 
Moderation: Christina Griessler (AUB)

 Moderation: Katarina Grković (AUB)

Ortsnamen in die Vereinigten Staaten 

Moderation: Emese Léanyfalvi (AUB)

 11:00 Registration 

U.S. Export for the European Right 

Áron Lázin (ELTE) 
Change in Structures in Eastern Europe in the Light of the Writings of István D. Kertész 



Kaffeepause / Coffee Break 

 10:30 Panel 4: Transatlantische Systeme / Transatlantic Systems 

Dieter Anton Binder (AUB) 
Transatlantischer Autoritarismus 

Ellen Bos (AUB) 
Ungarn als Modell für die zweite Präsidentschaft von Donald Trump? Der Transfer des „Systems 
Orbán“ in die USA 

Bence Kocsev (Otto von Habsburg Stiftung) 
Conservatism Goes Global: Otto von Habsburg and the Transatlantic Political Dialogue during the
Cold War 

Lunch 

15:00 Panel 5: Zwischenkriegszeit / Interwar 

Gergely Romsics (ELTE and Hungarian Academy of Sciences) 
Wilsonianism as an Imperialist Ploy: Anti-Liberalism in the Foreign Policy Imaginaries of the White 
International 

Zoltán Peterecz (Eszterházy Károly Catholic University) 
The Assessment of Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary by US Ministers during the 
Interwar Years: Questions of Democracy, Stability, and Orientation 

Tibor Glant (University of Debrecen & Ludovika University of Public Service, Budapest) 
In the Shadow of Kossuth: Hungarian Democracy through American Eyes, 1917–1930 

Kaffeepause / Coffee Break 

17:00 Panel 6: Nachkriegszeit / Postwar 

Alexandra Bandl (Leibniz Institut für jüdische Geschichte – Simon Dubnow Institut) 
Staging America as an Enemy: Purge Trials, Antisemitism and the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (1952–53) 

Maximilian Graf (Austrian State Archive, Vienna) 
The United States and Austria's Ostpolitik in the Cold War 

Csaba Lévai (University of Debrecen) 
Interpretations of the American Revolution in Hungary and Poland During the Period of 
State Socialism, 1949-1989 

Máté Gergely Balogh (University of Debrecen) 
The Façade of Bourgeois Democracy: The American Political System in the Preparation Materials of 
the Hungarian State Security 

19:00 Reception 
Einführung / Introduction: Walter Grünzweig (AUB)

Dinner Speech: Andrei S. Markovits (University of Michigan) 
„From Temesvár to Michigan: A Habsburg Journey to a Transatlantic Life“ 

Moderation: Georg Kastner (AUB)

Moderation: Ursula Mindler-Steiner (AUB)

Moderation: Gergely Prőhle (AUB & Otto von Habsbung Stiftung) 

12:00 Vortrag / Plenary lecture 
              Einführung / Introduction: Georg Kastner (AUB)

              Larry Wolff (New York University) 
„Woodrow Wilson, Die Frau ohne Schatten, and Empress Zita in America” 



Samstag, 9. Mai 2026 / Saturday, 9 May 2026 

Schlussbesprechung / Conclusion 

8:30 Panel 7: Transatlantische Literaturen / Transatlantic Literatures 

Nina Bostić Bishop (University of Ljubljana) 
Aleksandar Hemon: The Construction of a Translingual Central European-American Writer 

Marek Paryż (University of Warsaw) 
American vs. European Notions of Public Service as Depicted in Krystyna Narbuttówna’s W Ameryce 
(In America) 

Gábor Bednanics (Eszterházy Károly Catholic University, Eger) 
Transatlantic Avantgardes: Lajos Kassák, William Carlos Williams and Walt Whitman 

Erika Capovilla (University of Udine) 
Eine „Democratie im Sinne Walt Whitmans“: Demokratische Ausblicke zwischen Europa und 
Amerika bei Stefan und Friderike Zweig 

10:30 Kaffeepause / Coffee Break 

11:00 Panel 8: Federalism, Entrepreneurialism, Economics 

Siebo M. H. Janssen (Bonn) 
Bosnien-Herzegowina vom Dayton Vertrag zur EU-Perspektive? Die Rolle des belgischen 
Föderalismusmodells für Bosnien-Herzegowina auf dem (möglichen) Weg in die EU 

Joseph Malherek (York College of Pennsylvania) 
Entrepreneurialism of the Ordinary: Central European Social Democrats in American Business in the 
Mid-Twentieth Century 

Stefan Okruch (AUB) 
„Keine Experimente!“? Eine transatlantische tour d’horizon zum problematischen Verhältnis von 
Ökonomik und demokratischen Experimenten 

Konferenzorganisation / Conference Organization:
 Walter Grünzweig, Georg Kastner, Ursula Mindler-Steiner, Gergely Prőhle, Orsolya Tamássy-Lénárt
 
 Konferenzmanagement / Conference Management:
 Laura Balázs, Lili Herczeg, Zsuzsanna Pletenyik
 
 Konferenzassistenz / Conference assistance:
 Katarina Grković & Emese Léanyfalvi
 
 Externe Berater / External Advisors:
 Tibor Glant (University of Debrecen) & Tamás Péter Baranyi (Hungarian Institute of International Affairs)
 
 Ausstellung / Exhibition:
 Márton Méhes & Míra Lilla Damjanovics, Anastasia Margarethe Elisabeth
 von und zu Gilsa, Éva Helga Kákonyi, Emese Leányfalvi, Merjen Mammetseyidova, Kata Emma Mészáros

Moderation: Dieter Anton Binder (AUB)

Moderation: Walter Grünzweig (AUB)  
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